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The topic should: 

• deal with conditions in the natural environment 

• be well-defined, conceptually clear and reasonably  

limited in scope, 

• deal with problem descriptions or countermeasures whose 

scientific support is insufficiently known (or questioned),  

• be covered in the scientific literature (or by other investigations) to 

such an extent that a systematic assessment can be implemented. 

 

The answers should have clearly defined recipients able to put them 

into practice or to benefit from them in other way. 

Mandatory criteria 

• Evaluation of environmental protection 
measures – do they have the intended effect? 
 
• Evaluation of pressures from human activities – 
how do they affect the environment? 
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http://www.swedishepa.se/
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http://www.formas.se/default____529.aspx
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What is a systematic review? 

The idea: To provide the best possible scientific basis for some kind of activity 
    (healthcare, education, environmental management etc.) 
 
Well-defined topics 
 Narrow issues, but possible to provide specific answers 

 
Literature review 
 Based on existing studies (articles, grey literature but also unpublished data) 
 Focused on observations (rather than model studies, interpretations etc.) 

 

Rigour 
 Meticulous planning, documented in a detailed review protocol 
 Thorough and systematic searches for data 
 Aggregation and weighing of data from many different studies 
 This is time-consuming! 

 

Transparency 
 Comments invited from stakeholders both before and after the evaluation 
 Detailed documentation of all assessments and decisions made during the review 

 
 

  

 



The Cochrane 

Collaboration 
Working together to provide the best 

evidence for health care 

 

 

... preparing, maintaining and disseminating systematic reviews in 

education, crime and justice, social welfare and international 

development 

http://www.cochrane.org/
http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/


The CEE is an international network of scientists and environmental managers 

working towards the conservation of biodiversity and a sustainable environment by 

promoting systematic reviews of environmental issues.  

Centre for Evidence-Based 

Conservation 

The Collaboration for Environmental 

Evidence’s  

Johannesburg Centre – CEE Johannesburg 

CEE Australia 

International cooperation 



We work for environmental management to be 

placed on a scientific foundation. Through 

systematic reviews of various environmental 

issues, we aim to improve the basis for 

decisions in Swedish environmental policy. 

Financed by the Swedish Foundation for 

Strategic Environmental Research 2012-2016 

EviEM Executive Committee 

The Secretariat  
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SR1. How is 

mountain vegetation 
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grazing? 

 

 

Ongoing EviEM systematic reviews 

SR4. How do different 

farming methods affect 

the organic carbon 

content of arable soils? 

 

SR5.Have the phase-outs 

of PFASs affected 

concentrations in the 

environment? 

 

SR6.How is biodiversity 

influenced by active 

management of protected 

forests? 

 





Thank you ! 

www.eviem.se 


