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Evidence

Evidence Is something that changes
the probability that a proposition Is
true.

Evidence for attributing causation:

“Doing X induces or affects Y.”
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Evidence for Attribution Requires
Scientific Method

- Theory

- Predictions (Testable Hypotheses)

- Observation/Measures

- ldentify (control) potential confounders

- Inferences (causality)

- Bounds on “probability” and “sensitivity” of

Inferences
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What Is “Good” Evidence?

Proposition passes “severe” tests
Inferences insensitive to hidden bias
Attempts made to detect hidden bias
Replicated

(not required) Consonant with existing
knowledge



Incentives for Generating
Evidence?

Not self-evident that ANYONE
Involved In environmental
policy has an incentive for
generating high quality
evidence.



Evidence =
Empirical (Statistical) Evidence?

Randomized Controlled Trials = Gold
Standard?

Not necessarily in practice, but
conceptually YES.
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