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Context

In 2001, Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada (COSEWIC): Eastern wolves – special concern 

Scientific research on the LMNP Eastern Wolf by the park’s 
Conservation Service

Eastern Wolf interpretation and communication program 
developed by the Park’s External Relations and Visitor 
Experience Service

.
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Brochures and Posters

Conferences

Educational Kit

Educational Cd-rom 

Game and Kit on WEB

Scientific articles

Mural

Interpretation activities

Three-year project on the 
evaluation of the human 

dimensions of the Eastern 
Wolf’s conservation
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Objectives

Improve communications and educational components on the
wolf’s interpretation and conservation that are aimed at target
audiences

Provide wolf conservation and interpretation relevant
information concerning the human dimensions of target
audiences: attitudes, knowledge, perceptions and behaviours
regarding wolves and their protection

Favour a standard approach with a view to incorporating it into
other similar projects.

���
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This project…

Represents the opening of a dialogue with 
communities around the park

Is a communication, awareness and education 
process involving communities targeted by the park

Contributes to the Eastern Wolf’s conservation in the 
park and in the region



Planning the 
project
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Planning the 3-year project

Research partnership with human dimensions 
specialists of the Large Carnivore Initiative for 
Europe (task force of the Species Survival 
Commission of the IUCN) and Memorial University 
(NF)

- attitudes, perceptions, knowledge and behaviours 
regarding the wolf and its protection

Research collaboration with the Ministery of Natural 
Resources and Wildlife, Québec
Identify the issues and concerns of the different 
target groups and of LMNP

Year 1 
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Planning the 3-year project (cont.)

Evaluate the human dimensions of trappers, 
hunters, park visitors and the residents near the 
park

Evaluate the educational activities on wolves
offered to LMNP visitors

Year 2
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Planning the 3-year project (cont.)

Communicate the results 
Education action plan

Evaluate the Wolf Educational Kit for 

school groups

Year 3 

For 2009



Methodological 
approach
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Target audiences

Park visitors
School groups
Residents bordering the park
Trappers
Hunters
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Collection methods

Discussion workshops with the park’s Conservation and 
Interpretation Services
In-depth interviews with key interest groups representatives:

- Adjacent wildlife reserves, controlled harvesting zones, trappers and 
hunters associations, farming representatives, foresters, provincial 
government

- Common ground matrix
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Collection methods

Mail survey of trappers (nb:312)
Face-to-face survey of park visitors (nb:406)
Individual interviews and observations to evaluate the park’s wolf 
educational activities
Phone survey of residents (nb:300)
Mail survey of hunters (nb:355)



Brief 
study results
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Common Ground Matrix
Key issues Interest Groups

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 To
tal

No wolf management plan X X 2

Not enough data to suggest trapping pressure on wolves should be 
reduced

X X X 3

Wolf harvest by trappers may be too high X X X X X X X X 8

Logging roads have multiplied creating more impact on habitat X X X X X 5

Lack of clear habitat protection for the wolf X X X X 4

Wolves are perceived as dangerous to humans X X X X X 5

Lack of good education efforts about wolves X X 2

More wolves than just 2 packs in park X X 2

Fur price for wolves sells good X X 2

No problem with wolves X X X X X X 6



Factual knowledge 
about wolves



20

Visitors
(nb:406)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:294)

%

Hunters
(nb:345)

%

In every case 11 11 7 9

One in two cases 40 34 25 35

One in ten cases 35 42 44 24

One in twenty 
cases

4 4 2 2

Not sure 10 9 22 30

How frequently does a pack of wolves 
generally succeed in killing a wild prey?

A wolf pack’s 
attack success 
rate tends to be 
overestimated.
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Visitors
(nb:406)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

The Eastern wolf is considered to be 
a species at risk in Canada (TRUE) 76 59

The area of La Mauricie National 
Park is not large enough to assure 
subsistence for the wolves who 
currently frequent the park (TRUE)

35 30

True or false
(% or correct answers)

There is a belief 
that the park can 
assure 
subsistence for 
the wolves who 
frequent the 
park.

There is 
awareness that 
the Eastern Wolf 
is a species at 
risk.



Perceptions regarding 
the number of wolves
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Visitors
(nb:406)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:254)

%

Hunters
(nb:355)

%

Mean 698 592 677 649

Median 164 136 415 188

How many wolves do you believe currently exist in 
the Mauricie region? 

The number of 
wolves in the  
Mauricie region 
tends to be 
overestimated.
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Visitors
(nb:403)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:299)

%

Hunters
(nb:344)

%

Has been 
decreasing

48 32 12 13

Has remained the 
same

36 38 42 34

Has been 
increasing

12 19 34 35

Not sure 4 11 12 18

Within the past three years, do you believe the wolf 
population inside La Mauricie region …

Hunters and 
trappers believe 
that the number 
of wolves has 
been increasing 
or has  remained 
the same.
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Visitors
(nb:405)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:267)

%

Hunters
(nb:355)

%

25 or less 44 24 43 25

26 to 50 23 13 20 14

Over 50 26 32 12 21

Not sure 7 31 25 40

Mean 93 173 55 80

Median 30 45 55 31

In your opinion, how many wolves currently 
live in La Mauricie National Park?

There are two 
packs of six to 
eight wolves.

All audiences 
overestimate the 
number of 
wolves in the 
park.
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Visitors
(nb:403)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:294)

%

Hunters
(nb:347)

%

Has been 
decreasing

33 25 7 7

Has remained the 
same

49 43 44 35

Has been 
increasing

15 21 20 29

Not sure 3 11 29 29

Within the past three years, do you believe the wolf 
population inside La Mauricie National Park …

A good 
proportion 
believe that the 
number of 
wolves in the 
park has 
remained the 
same.
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Visitors
(nb:403)

%

Residents
(nb:293)

%
Too few 40 33

Acceptable 57 56

Too much 3 11

There are two packs of six to eight wolves in La 
Mauricie National Park.  Do you consider this 

number of wolves in the park to be ... 

The number of 
wolves in the 
park is 
acceptable.



Attitudes regarding 
wolves
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Visitors
(nb:404)

%

Residents
(nb:300)

%

Trappers
(nb:290)

%

Hunters
(nb:347)

%

Strongly like 23 9 27 17

Moderately like 15 26 36 27

Slightly like 24 11 8 10

Neither like nor 
dislike

24 36 13 22

Slightly dislike 8 5 8 8

Dislike 2 8 3 11

Strongly dislike 4 4 5 5

Which of the following statements best describes 
your feelings toward wolves? 

62 46 71 54

14 18 16 24

Trappers have the 
most positive 
feelings. 

Residents have the 
fewest positive 
feelings.
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Attitudes toward wolf management 
(strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree)

(% of agreement)

Visitors
(nb:403)

%

Residents
(nb:295 to 298)

%

Trappers
(nb:294 to 295)

%

Hunters
(nb:350)

%
It is important to maintain wolf 
populations in the Mauricie 
region so that future 
generations can enjoy them

87 67 77 68

Whether or not I would get to 
see a wolf, it is important to me 
that they exist in the Mauricie 
region 83 68 79 71
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Attitudes toward wolf management 
(strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree)

(% of agreement) – cont.

Visitors
(nb:403)

%

Residents
(nb:284 to 297)

%

Trappers
(nb:303 to 304)

%

Hunters
(nb:346 to 347)

%

Wolves should be completely 
protected in the Mauricie region 77 51 8 19
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Attitudes toward wolf management 
(strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree)

(% of agreement) – cont.

Visitors
(nb:380 to 

381)
%

Residents
(n:296 to 298)

%

Trappers
(nb:295 to 306)

%

Hunters
(nb:343 to 351)

%

I would agree with increasing wolf 
numbers in the Mauricie region. 57 38 29 28

I would agree with increasing wolf 
numbers in LMNP. 55 40 30 29

We already have enough wolves in 
the Mauricie region. 22 45 48 49

We already have enough wolves in 
LMNP. 22 46 34 46



Conclusions
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